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DETAILED ACTION 
Status of Claims 

1. This action is in reply to the amendment filed on 29 February 2008. 

2. Claims 15-21 have been added. 

3. Claims 1-14 have been canceled. 

4. Claims 15-21 are currently pending and have been examined. 

Response to Arguments 

5. Applicant's arguments (see page 8) with respect to claims 1-14 have been fully considered and 
are persuasive. The objections and/or rejections of claims 1 through 14 have been withdrawn. 

6. With regard to claims 15-21 , the Applicants' arguments as set forth on pages 9-1 1 are considered 
moot, in view of the new grounds of rejection, necessitated by the Applicants' cancellation of the entire 
original claim set. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

7. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all obviousness 

rejections set forth in this Office action: 

A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented 
and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 
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8. Examiner's Note: The Examiner has pointed out particular references contained in the prior art 
of record within the body of this action for the convenience of the Applicant. Although the specified 
citations are representative of the teachings in the art and are applied to the specific limitations within the 
individual claim, other passages and figures may apply. Applicant, in preparing the response, should 
consider fully the entire reference as potentially teaching all or part of the claimed invention, as well as 
the context of the passage as taught by the prior art or disclosed by the Examiner. 

9. Claim 15 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Yamada et al. (U.S. 
6,141,483 A) ("Yamada"), in viewofYoshii etal.(U.S. 2003/0090711 A1) ("Yoshii"), now U.S. Patent No. 
7,239,417 B2. 

10. As per Claim 15 , Yamada discloses a playback apparatus for playing back an optical disc (see 
column 3, lines 40-49: "reproducing apparatus"). Yamada, further, discloses a judging unit operable to 
judge whether a disc region code ("medium region code") assigned to an optical disc matches an 
apparatus region code assigned to the playback apparatus (see at least column 3, lines 57-61), and a 
reading unit operable to read a content identifier of content recorded on the optical disc (see at least 
column 10, lines 16-17: "recorded data is read from the recording medium by an optical pickup"), and a 
playback unit operable to, (i) play back the content when the judging unit judges that the disc region code 
matches the apparatus region code (see Figure 6 and associated text - column 9, lines 36-39) and, (ii) 
unless an exceptional playback is authorized (see at least column 10, lines 1-15), not play back the 
content when the judging unit judges that the disc region code does not match the apparatus region code 
(see Figure 6 and associated text - column 9, lines 36-39), wherein the exceptional playback is authorized 
when a combination of the content identifier read by the reading unit and the apparatus region code 
satisfies a predetermined condition defined by an owner of the rights of the content (see at least column 
10, lines 1-15). 

Yamada does not specifically disclose a secondary recording medium including a disc 
corresponding region (i) that corresponds to the optical disc and (ii) has additional data recorded thereon 
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which corresponds to the optical disc, and wherein the exceptional playback is a playback of a virtual 
package created by combining at least some of the content recorded on the optical disc and at least 
some of the addition data from the disc corresponding region of the secondary recording medium that 
corresponds to the optical disc. 

Yoshii, however, in j[ [0010] discloses, "a first distribution means for distributing digital image 
data, a second distribution means for distributing secondary data prepared in accordance with the digital 
image data". Additionally, Yoshii in If [0011] discloses "the secondary data is reproduced synchronously 
with the digital image data" (i.e., "a virtual package"). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art, at the time the invention was made, to combine the secondary recording medium 
and integrated virtual package, disclosed by Yoshii, with the conditional playback apparatus and optical 
disk disclosed by Yamada. One would have been motivated to do so because this would allow 
authorized persons to view the optical disc with subtitles and advertisements in the language of their 
choice (see Yoshii, If [0025]). 

11. Claims 16-21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Yamada/Yoshii, in 
further view of Official Notice. 

12. As per claim 16 , the combination of Yamada and Yoshii disclose the limitations of claim 15, as 
described above. Yamada/Yoshii, further, disclose the content includes playlist information, the playlist 
information is information including one or more pairs of start time information and end time information in 
a playback time axis of the AV stream, each pair of start time information and end time information 
defining a playback section (see Yoshii, If [0011]: "a reproduction start point and a reproduction end point 
correspond to an image frame-specific code for specifying an image frame of the digital image data"), and 
the content includes a dynamic scenario, the dynamic scenario is a program that causes the playback 
apparatus to play back the playlist information (see Yoshii, If [001 1]: "such that the second reproduction 
means leads out the reproduction start point and the reproduction end point corresponding to the image 
frame to be reproduced during the reproduction of the digital image data"), and the additional data (see 
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Yoshii, If [0016]: "secondary data") is any of the AV stream (see Yoshii, If [0015]: "subtitles"), the playlist 
information, and the dynamic scenario supplied to the playback apparatus via a network (see If [0016]: 
"the server and the user terminal being connected [to] each other through [the] Internet"), and the 
playback of the virtual package includes (i) a playback of one of an additional audio stream and an 
additional subtitle stream that are not recorded on the optical disc (see Yoshii, If [0015]: "as the secondary 
data, multimedia such as character, sound, and image can be treated"), and (ii) a playback of a playback 
section of the AV stream that is different from the playback section defined by the playlist information of 
the optical disc (see Figures 3 and 4 - showing the "virtual package" containing different data collectively 
than that of "digital image data 11" (i.e., optical disc)). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art, at the time the invention was made, to design a content rendering apparatus, as 
disclosed by Yamada, to include the ability to render the same data-structure as the rendering apparatus 
disclosed by Yoshii. One would have been motivated to do so because this would generate higher 
revenue sales of the apparatus for providing, by design, additional venues for the apparatus to be utilized 
in. 

Yamada/Yoshii does not explicitly disclose the content includes an AV stream, the AV stream is a 
stream obtained by multiplexing a video stream, an audio stream, and a subtitle stream. However, 
Examiner takes Official Notice that content in the form of an AV stream containing video, audio, and 
subtitle streams is old and well-known. Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in 
the art, at the time the invention was made, to design a content rendering apparatus, as disclosed by 
Yamada/Yoshii, to include the ability to render this well known data structure. One would have been 
motivated to do so because this would allow the device to play current DVD formats. 

Regarding the limitations of claim 16, Examiner respectfully points out that these limitations are 
directed towards the structure of the content to be played back and hence the limitations do not appear to 
further limit the structure of the playback apparatus of claim 15. For the purposes of this examination and 
in the spirit of "compact prosecution", the Examiner has shown where, in the references, these limitations 
are taught. 
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13. As per claim 17 , the combination of Yamada and Yoshii disclose the limitations of claim 16, as 
described above. Yamada, further, discloses a playback authorization setting that indicates which 
playback of the video stream, the audio stream, and the subtitle stream is authorized or not ( see column 
10, lines 1-15: "coincident password"). Yamada, does not specifically disclose pi ay list information or the 
virtual package includes a playback authorization setting that is different from the playback authorization 
setting defined by the playlist information of the optical disc. Yoshii, however, in Figure 4 discloses 
playlist information in the form of "Digital Frame-Specific Code" for the "Digital Image Data 11" (i.e., the 
optical disk). Additionally, Yoshii in Figure 4 discloses playlist information for the "virtual package" in the 
form of "Reproduction Start Point 32" and "Reproduction End Point 33" that provides the structure for 
combining the "Digital Image Data 11" with the "Secondary Data 12". Therefore, it would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art, at the time the invention was made, to assign a unique playback 
authorization setting, as disclosed by Yamada, with the each of the playlist information disclosed by 
Yoshii. One would have been motivated to do so because this would limit additional "secondary data" to 
only those that are authorized. 

14. As per claim 18 , the combination of Yamada/Yoshii/Official Notice discloses the limitations of 
claim 17 as described above. Yamada, further, discloses further comprising a transmitting unit operable 
to transmit an authorization request to a server apparatus, the authorization request indicating the 
combination of the content identifier read by the reading unit ("requested data contents") and the 
apparatus region code ("region code designating the place where the PC is installed"), wherein when the 
predetermined condition is satisfied, the server apparatus transmits an authorization response in reply to 
the authorization request ("when region codes coincide with each other, the control unit 93 confirms the 
IP address of the PC or EWS 95 on the client side contained in the packet of a communication protocol 
upon reception of a data supply request. After determining the authenticity of the region code, the control 
unit 93 permits data transfer"), and wherein, when the predetermined condition is not satisfied, the server 
apparatus transmits a non-authorization response (see at least column 22, lines 37-56 and FIG. 26 with 
associated text). 
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15. As per claim 19 , the combination of Yamada/Yoshii/Official Notice discloses the limitations of 
claim 18 as described above. Yamada, further, discloses the server apparatus includes a playback 
authorization list including combinations of a content identifier and a region code, each combination 
indicating that a content identified by a respective content identifier is allowed to be played back in a 
region identified by a respective region code; and the predetermined condition is satisfied when the 
playback authorization list of the server includes the combination of the content identifier and the 
apparatus region code indicated by the authorization request transmitted by the transmitting unit (see at 
least column 22, lines 37-56 and FIG. 26 with associated text). 

16. As per claim 20 , the combination of Yamada/Yoshii/Official Notice discloses the limitations of 
claim 19 as described above. Yamada, further, discloses the server apparatus includes a plurality of 
pieces of date/time information ("copyright use valid time data"), each piece of date/time information 
indicating, for a corresponding combination of a content identifier and a region code, a release date/time 
of a content identified by the content identifier for a region identified by the region code of the 
corresponding combination; the authorization request transmitted from the transmitting unit to the server 
apparatus- includes a combination of (i) a current time in a region to which the playback apparatus 
belongs, (ii) the content identifier of the content to be played back, and (Hi) the apparatus region code; 
and the predetermined condition is satisfied when the current time included in the authorization request is 
past the release date/time indicated in a piece of date/time information for a corresponding combination of 
the content identifier and the region code that is the same as the combination of the content identifier and 
the region code included in the authorization request (see at least column 20, lines 63-67 and column 21 , 
lines 1-22). 

17. As per claim 21 , the combination of Yamada/Yoshii/Official Notice discloses the limitations of 
claim 20 as described above. Yamada, further, discloses the server apparatus includes a plurality of 
pieces of distributor information, each piece of distribution information indicating, for a corresponding 
combination of a content identifier and a region code, a distributor for a region identified by the region 
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code of the corresponding combination; the authorization request transmitted from the transmitting unit to 
the server apparatus includes a combination of (i) the content identifier of the content to be played back, 
(ii) the apparatus region code, and (Hi) the disc region code; and the predetermined condition is satisfied 
when a distributor indicated in a first piece of distributor information matches a distributor indicated in a 
second piece of distribution information, the first piece of distributor information indicating a distributor for 
a corresponding combination of the content identifier and the apparatus region code that is the same as 
the combination of the content identifier and the apparatus region code included in the authorization 
request, and the second piece of distributor information indicating a distributor for a corresponding 
combination of the content identifier and the disc region code that is the same as the combination of the 
content identifier and the disc region code included in the authorization request (see at least column 16, 
lines 14-67 and column 17, lines 1-34). 

Conclusion 

18. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in this Office 
action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP § 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of 
the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 .136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE MONTHS from 
the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO MONTHS of the mailing date 
of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH 
shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action 
is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX 
MONTHS from the date of this final action. 
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19. Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or concerning this 
communication or earlier communications from the Examiner should be directed to Jacob C. Coppola 
whose telephone number is 571.270.3922. The Examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday, 
9:30am-5:00pm. If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the Examiner's 
supervisor, JAMES A. REAGAN can be reached at 571.272.6710. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent Application 
Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications may be obtained from 
either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see 

http://portal.uspto.gov/external/portal/pair <http://pair-direct.uspto.gov >. Should you have questions on 
access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866.217.9197 (toll- 
free). 

Any response to this action should be mailed to: 

Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks 
Washington, D.C., 20231 

or faxed to 571-273-8300. 

Hand delivered responses should be brought to the United States Patent and Trademark 
Office Customer Service Window: 

Randolph Building 
401 Dulany Street 
Alexandria, VA 22314. 

/Jacob C Coppola/ Examiner, Art Unit 4143 
April 7, 2008 

/James A. Reagan/Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 4143 



